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THE  LIFE  OF  REV.  SAJVIUEL  J.  MAY. 


T^HE  LIFE  OF  SAMUEL  J.  MAY  contains  an  Autobiographical  Sketch,  about  a 
hundred  and  twenty  pages  long,  extending  to  his  thirty-fifth  year,  and  full  of  deeply 
interesting  incidents  ;  accounts  of  his  pastorates  at  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  South  Scituate,  Mass., 
and  Syracuse,  N.Y. ;  with  narratives  of  his  labors  in  behalf  of  Freedom,  Peace,  Temper- 
ance, Education,  the  Enfranchisement  of  Woman,  and  other  great  causes;  bright  and 
pithy  letters  from  Europe  ;  a  picture  of  his  Home  Life  ;  and  a  rich  collection  of  the  raciest 
anecdotes,  illustrative  of  his  courage,  kindness,  candor,  and  wit.  Among  the  best  contri- 
butions to  the  Memoir  is  a  characteristic  letter  from  John  G.  Whittier. 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  CHAPTERS. 


CHAP.  T.  —  Childhood. 

Ancestors  —  Death  of  his  Brother  Edward  —  Heavenly  Vi- 
sions—  A  Colored  Plavmate—  A  Kind  Colored  Woman. 

CHAP.  II.  —  Childhood  Concluded. 

Visit  at  Marblehead —  A  Severe  Master  —  The  Jews  —  First 
Sin  —  Loss  of  Eden  —  Kev.  Dr.  Clianning —  A  Lesson  of 
True  Benevolence. 

CHAP.  III.— School  Days. 

Ma'am  Schools  —  Mr.  Cummings— Mr.  Daniel  Adams- 
Rev.  Dr.  Richmond,  at  Stoughton —  Eir.-t  and  only  Pun- 
ishment—Taught to  be  Careful. 

CHAP.  IV.  — College  Like. 

Unsatisfactory  Freshman  Year —  Bowdoin  Prize —  Sopho- 
more Year — Junior  Year — Resolves  to  become  a  Minister 

—  Daniel  Webster  and  the  Pond  Lilies  —  George  B. 
Emerson. 

CHAP.  V.  —  Preparation  for  the  Ministry. 

Teacher  at  II  high  am  —  Resident  Graduate  at  Cambridge  — 
State  of  Theological  Learning  — Painful  Doubts  — Noble 
Course  of  Rev.  Dr.  Ware  — Noah  Worcester  and  the  Pe  tee 
Society  —  Teacher  at  Beverly. 

CHAP.  VI.  —  Horseback  Journey  to  White  Mountains. 

Companions  —  Ascent  of  Mt.  Washington  —  Mountain  Cran- 
berries—  "  Old  Crawford  "  —  The  Forgotten  Flask  —  Sus- 
picious Characters  —  Great  Demand  Cor  Milk  —  The  Best 
Behaved. 

CHAP.  VII.  —  Begins  to  Preach,  and  takes  a  South- 
ern Journey. 

Teaches  at  Nahant — Motley,  the  Historian,  taught  to  Read 

—  First  Preaching —  "  Approbated  "  —  Brooklyn,  Conn.  — 
Preaches  in  New  York — Prejudice  against  Unitariani-m 

—  Visits  the  South  —  Rev.  Jaied  Sparks,  at  Baltimore  — 
Washington  and  Richmond — First  Sight  of  Slavery  — 
Preaches  in  New  York  again  —  Assists  Kev.  Dr.  Clianning 

—  Thinks  of  Preaching  in  Richmond,  Va. 

CHAP.  VIII.— Brooklyn,  Conn. 

His  reasons  for  going  to  Brooklyn  —  Ordained  in  Boston  — 
Brooklyn  and  the  Parish  —  Installed — A  Child's  Protest 
against  Rev.  Dr.  Freeman's  Charge  —  Probable  Robber  — 
Schools  of  Connecticut  —  Marries  —  Ecclesiastical  Usages 

—  Views  of  Sunday  —  His  Only  Silk  Gown  and  Bands  — 
The  Lord's  Supper  —  Immersion  —  The  Trinitarian  Church 

—  Refuses  Chaplaincy  of  a  Regiment  —  Declines  to  Pray 
at  a  Hanging. 

CHAP.  IX.  —  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  Concluded. 

The  Temperance  Movement  —  Begins  to  Practise  and  to 
Pieach  Total  Abstinence  —  His  "Raising"  without  Spirit- 
uous Liquors — William  Ladd — First  F2dncationaI  Conven- 
tion—  Meets  A.  Bronson  Alcott  —  Lectures  on  Education 

—  A  Powerless  Horse  —  Called  to  Providence  —  Resolves 
to  stay  in  Brooklyn. 

CHAP.  X.  — From  the  Diary-. 

A  Disappointment  well  borne  —  New  Year's  Meditations  — 
Fitness  for  the  Ministry  —  Sectarianism  —  Twenty-live 
Years  Old  —  Ordination  of  a  Trinitarian  Minister —  Death 
of  his  Mother,  Sister,  and  Child  —  Anniversary  of  Marriage 

—  The  Life  of  Howard — A  Prayer — Editorial  Work  — 
A  Revival  —  "  Coming  to  Christ." 

CHAP.  XL  —  Antislavery. 

Impression  received  from  Daniel  Webster's  Oration  at  Ply- 
mouth in  1820  —  Kev.  John  Rankin,  of  Kentucky  —  Ben- 
jamin Lundy  —  Hears  William  Lloyd  Garrison  —  Becomes 
one  of  his  Disciples  —  Sermon  in  Rev.  Dr.  Young's  Pulpit 

—  Great  Sensation  —  Entreats  Mr.  Garrison  to  be  less 
severe  —  Mr.  Garrison's  noble  Reply  —  Prudence  Cran- 
dall's  School  —  Her  Persecutions  —  Mr.  May  becomes  her 
Champion —  Publishes  "The  Unionist"  —  Miss Crandnll's 
School  Abandoned  —  Mrs.  L.  M.  Child's  Dedication  — 
Attends  Convention  called  to  form  a  National  Antislavery 
Society  —  Letter  from  John  G.  Whittier  concerning  the 
Convention  and  Mr.  May  —  Mr.  May  reproves  Rev.  Dr. 
Clianning —  Pro-slavery  feeling  in  Boston  — Mr.  May 
General  Agent  and  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Antislavery  Society  —  His  Manner  as  an  Anti- 
slavery  Lecturer  —  Letter  from  Rev.  J.  H.  Hey  wood  —  Mr. 
May  is  mobbed —  Defends  the  Abolitionists  before  a  JoiDt 
Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  —  Harriet 
Martineau's  Tribute. 


CHAP.  XIL  — South  Scituate,  1S36-1842. 
The  Cold  Water  Army— A  Peace  Societv— The  Misses 
Giimkc  — A  Manly  Letter  —  Theodore  Parker's  Sermon 

—  Interest  in  Education —  Sympathy  with  Children  — 
Miss  Caroline  Tilden  —  Rev.  \V.  P.  filden  —Accepts  the 
Charge  of  the  Lexington  Normal  School. 

CHAP.  XIII.  —  Principal  of  the  Normal  School  at 
Lexington. 

Letter  to  Horace  Mann  about  the  advantages  of  Normal 
School  Education  —  The  spirit  in  which  he  goes  to  his 
New  Duties  —  His  Qualifications  for  the  Work — Becomes 
Discournged  —  Che<-riiig  Letters  from  Messrs.  Pierce  ami 
Mann —  Defence  of  his  attending  an  Antislavery  Meeting, 
and  taking  some  of  his  Pupils  —  Resigns  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Pierce  —  The  Secret  of  Mr.  May's  Success  as  a  Teacher  — 
"  Love  the  Unlovely." 

CHAP.  XIV.  —  Ministry  at  Syracuse. 
Gave  his  views  of  Reforms  while  Preaclrng  as  a  Candida's 

—  Stays  in  Lexington  to  Settle  a  Difficulty  about  a  Church 
Fund — His  Preaching— His  Pastoral  Lite  — Outside  Min- 
istries—The Can.J  Boys—  Popular  Lectures  —  Asvlums 

—  The  Onondaga  Indians  —  The  Rights  of  Woman- 
Sermon  before  the  Graduating  Class  at  Camhtiilge  Divinity 
School  —  Public  Discussion  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity 

—  Theodore  Parker  — Luther  Lee  —  Market-Hall  Discus- 
sions—Resigns  his  Pastorate— Missionary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Unitarian  Association. 

CHAP.  XV.  — Anti-Slavery. 
The  Underground  Railroad  —  Visits  Canada  in  behalf  of 
the  Fugitive  Slaves— The  Jerry  Rescue  — Test  of  his 
Non  distance  Principles  — Correspondence  about  holding 
an  Ami-Slavery  Convention.    Threatened  with  Violence 

—  His  Firmness  — He  is  Mobbed,  and  Burned  in  Lifigy. 

CHAP.  XVI.  —  Sanitary  Commission,  and  Soldiers' 
and  Freedmen's  Relief. 

Active  in  Sending  Supplies  to  the  Arm v  —  Visits  the  Camp, 
and  Ministers  to  the  Wounded  after  the  Battle  of  York- 
town,  Va.  —  His  Indignation  on  accoui.t  of  Swindling 
Pension  Agents  —  "  Nuthing  but  Slavery  so  bad  as  War" 

—  Teachers  for  the  Freedmen. 

CHAP.  XVII.  — 1859,  EuuorE. 
The  Missionary  to  India  —  Treatment  of  Sailors  —  London 
Dirt  and  Fugs  —  The  Houses  of  Parliament  — Scenes  at 
Rome  —  Wayside  Chapel-*  and  Monasteries —Vienna  — 
Heathenish  Sculptures  —  Iioval  Stables  —  Jews"  Quarter 
at  Prague  — Out-door  work  of  Women  on  the  Banks  of  the 
Elbe  — Bridal  Procession  at  Dresden —Cigar  Makers- 
Crown  Jewels  — Grave  of  Goddard,near  Zurich  —  Descent 
of  Rhigi  —  Publication  of  Coleridge's  Hymn  before  Sunrise 
in  Vale  of  Chamouni  — Mr.  May  sitting  in  John  Calvin's 
Chair— English  Friends  — Letter  to  Theodore  Parker- 
Third  Class  Car  in  Scotland  — Fellow  Travellers  in  Europe 

—  Miss  Hoar's  Letter— Hears  of  John  Brown  at  Harper's 
Ferry. 

CHAP.  XVIII.  — Characteristics. 
"  My  Most  Moving  Speech  "  —  "  The  Lord's  Chore  Boy  "  — 
A  Hard  Man  to  Hate—  Considerate  Courtesv  —  Conquered 
with  Kindness  — Moral  Power  —  Memories  of  his  Chddhood 

—  "The  Prophet  of  the  Everlasting  Covenant"  —  A  Terror 
to  Evil  Doers — "I  did  Mean  You  "  — Unexpected  Grati- 
tude—  The  Letter  of  Introduction  —  Candor  at  Funerals  — 

—  The  Right  and  the  Expedient— May  and  June  — Too 
Many  Friends  —  Mr.  May  and  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  — A 
Strunge  Request  — Giving  and  Taking  Frankness  — Ap- 
plauded in  Church  —  The  Power  of  Kindness. 

CHAP.  XIX. —Personal  Traits  and  Home  Life. 
Personal  Appearance  —  Manners —  His  Mirthfulness  —  En- 
ei'gy — Food  — Temperance  —  Physical  and  Moral  Courage 

—  His  Aversion  to  Riches  and  Luxury  —  Utilitarian  — 
Neatness  —  Invited  Criticism  —  His  Literary  Habits  — 
Humor  — Doctrinal  Duel  —  How  he  usually  spent  the  Dav 

—  His  Domestic  Virtues  —  Never  Irritable  or  Impatient- 
Craved  Manifestations  of  Affection  — A  Wise  and  Fond 
Father  —  Mrs.  May. 

CHAP.  XX.  — Closing  Years. 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education  —  Instrumental  in  pro- 
curing the  Abolition  of  Corporal  Punishment — A  New 
School-house  named  for  him  — Chosen  President  of  the 
Alumni  of  Cambridge  Divinity  School— His  Interest  in 
the  National  Conference  of  Unitarian  Churches  —  States 
his  Theological  Opinions  —  Regret  that  Women  were  not 
invited  to  the  First  Conference  —  Fraternal  Keeling  towards 
Universalists— Resigns  his  Pastorate  —  Prizes  Letters. 

CHAP.  XXL  —  Death  and  Burial. 
His  Last  Day  on  Earth  —  President  White's  Visit—  Faith  in 
Immortality  —  Impression  made  by  his  Death  —  Funeral 
Services. 


The  volume  will  be  a  16mo,  of  about  350  pages,  with  a  steel-engraved  Portrait, 
be  neatly  bound  in  cloth.    Price  $1.50. 
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